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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described In (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed In the United States before the Invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Pub No. 2005/0102203 to Keong. 

Referring to claim 1 : 

A method for producing a postal item, whereby order data for a postal Item that Is 
to be printed and/or sent is generated in order component, comprising the following 
steps: 

receiving electronic order data; [0094] 

breaking down the order data into address information of a recipient and a goods 
Identification code; [0098] 

preparing the address information in form that can be linl<ed to the goods; [0098] 

linl<ing the goods to the address information, [0098] and 

delivering the goods linl<ed to the address information as a postal item. [0098] 



Referring to claim 2: 
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the method according to claim 1 , 

comprising generating a postage indicium based on the address information of 
the recipient. [0133] 

Referring to claim 3: 

The method according to claim 1 , comprising storing the order data in a 
transaction computer. [0098] 
Referring to claim 4: 
the method according to claim 3, 

comprising the transaction computer performing an automatic comparisons 
between the stock of goods and one or more pending orders. [0097] 
Referring to claim 5: 

The method according to claim 3, comprising a warehouse management control 
unit transmitting the order data to a material flow control computer and the material flow 
control computer controlling material flow in such a way that the goods and/or additional 
goods are placed into picking container and/or directly into a transport container 
provided for the shipment as a postal item. [0124] 

Referring to claim 8: 

The method according to claim 1, comprising generating a postage indicium for 
the postal item in an automated process. [0092] 
Referring to claim 9: 

The method according to claim 8, comprising controlling the generation of the 
postage indicium by a warehouse management control unit. [0092] 
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Referring to claim 10: 

The method according to claim 8, comprising controlling the generation of the 
postage indicium by a computer of the recipient. [0092] 
Referring to claim 1 1 : 

The method according to claim 8, comprising notifying the recipient of the 
execution of the franking. [0092] 
Referring to claim 12: 
A device for generating a postal item, 
comprising, in combination: 

a computer for receiving and storing address information and a goods 
identification code that identifies the goods; [0094] 

a means for linking the goods to the address information, [0098] and 

a postal service provider for delivering the goods linked to the address 
information as a postal item. [0098] 

Referring to claim 13: 

The device according to claim 12, 

wherein the means to link the goods to the address information is a printer. 

[0131] 

Referring to claim 14: 

The device according to claim 12, 
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wherein the means to link the goods to the address information is a transmitter 
that is designed in such a way that it can transmit the address information to a 
transponder that can be affixed to the goods. [0126] 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Keong in view of U.S. Pub No. 2003/0144922 to Schrantz. 

Referring to claims 6 and 7: 

Keong does not expressly disclose comprising the transaction computer 
controlling an automated auction procedure and the transaction computer transmits the 
address information of the customer who placed the highest bid in the auction 
procedure to a computer of a seller who is offering the goods for sale at auction. 

Schrantz disclose transmitting the winning bidder's address to the seller of an 
auction. [0003] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made for Keong to include the auction process as disclosed 
by Schrantz since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in 
the combination each element merely would have performed the same function as it did 
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separately, and one ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the 
combination were predictable. 

Conclusion 

5. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROB WU whose telephone number is (571)272-3136. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571)272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/R. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3628 
/John W Hayes/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



